
The WOW factor: Kite club members share a soaring passion • Lifestyle (www.HometownAnnapolis.com - The Capital)

http://www.hometownannapolis.com/news/lif/2010/04/18-02/The-WOW-factor-Kite-club-members-share-a-soaring-passion.html[4/19/2010 7:36:34 AM]

Home Cars Jobs Real Estate Directory Classifieds Advertise Subscribe Front page Archive

LIFESTYLE more>>

ShareThis

• Comment

• Get Email Alerts!

Courtesy photo

Jeff and Joyce King’s “C-Rab” the crab puffs up
for the audience at a New Jersey kite festival
last year. C-Rab measures a whopping 12 feet
tall, 40 feet wide and 30 feet long.
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The WOW factor: Kite club members
share a soaring passion
By THERESA WINSLOW, Staff Writer
Published 04/18/10

Who knew crabs could fly? Jeff and Joyce
King, for starters.

The Cape St. Claire couple are the proud
owners of C-Rab, a smiling, giant, orange
and red crab with black highlights that
goes airborne in the spring and summer
skies.

For a better idea of what the Kings'
crustacean looks like, think of the balloons
in Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. The
big difference is that C-Rab is a kite, albeit
a 12-foot-tall, 40-foot-wide, 30-foot-long
one.

"He's only a year old, but he's seen some
serious action," quipped Jeff.

Of course, it does take a little work to get
C-Rab ready for prime time: about 15 to
20 minutes to prepare him to fly, and two
to four people to handle him. The kite is
so big that it creates a tremendous
amount of force on the lines. "It pulls like a
freight train," explained Jeff, a defense
contractor.

The Kings showcase C-Rab mainly at kite
festivals. They fly plenty of other designs
at gatherings of the Wings Over
Washington Kite Club. WOW, which has
46 members from the Baltimore-
Washington metropolitan area, was
formed in 1996. Jeff serves as president

of the group and another county resident, Dave Soutar of Pasadena, is one of two vice
presidents.

The club encompasses everything to do with kites, from designing them to flying them.

"We just love the kites," Joyce said. "We leave the politics and prejudices behind and just
fly our kites."
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Some members take things beyond simple flying, specializing in sport kiting, which can
involve choreographing flight routines and tricks, or kite fighting, where a flier tries to
bring down a rival's kite.

"There's so many aspects of it," Jeff said. "It appeals to everyone."

Club members, who range in age from 14 to 75, gather once a month at the Washington
Monument for group outings, but there are also opportunities to fly ultralight kites indoors,
like at an annual event at the National Air and Space Museum or at a Crownsville church
two or three times a year. Plus, members fly individually for practice or pure enjoyment.

"It never gets boring," said Jeff, who estimates he spends 10 to 12 hours a week on kite-
related activities and has close to 100 kites. "There's always something happening."

Soutar has even more kites - about 180 the last time he checked - and has been flying
them about 30 years. He's never lost his enthusiasm for the hobby or for the good
feelings it generates.

"To put it bluntly, it's the most relaxing hobby I've ever had," he said. "If I could, I'd fly
them seven days a week."

An elderly man Soutar once met who'd been flying kites for 92 of his 97 years told him
that every time he put up a kite, all his problems went up in the sky along with it.

"And that's exactly how I feel," explained Soutar, who is retired from work as technical
service manager for a chemical company. "It's the most nonthreatening, noninvasive
hobby. It's a stress-reliever and it's a way of building camaraderie with like-minded
people."

As he spoke, he glanced skyward toward the two ultralight kites he had soaring about
300 feet above Sunset Park in Pasadena, despite the lack of wind. The smallest of two
weighs just 2 1/2 ounces. The larger one measures 10 1/2 feet tip-to-tip, yet weighs only
3 to 4 ounces.

Larger kites require more wind, though sometimes not a whole lot. C-Rab, for example,
only needs an 8- to 10-mph breeze to get going. Soutar said there are kites specially
designed for high winds. The smaller of his two ultralights, though, shouldn't fly in winds
that top 12 mph, he said.

Line items

The Kings, who are both in their 40s, didn't bring C-Rab with them on their visit to Sunset
Park last weekend, but did unfurl another giant kite. This one was a 250-square-foot,
star-spangled airfoil with 100-foot-long tails.

It came in a duffel bag resembling the kind of large tote that hockey players use, and took
a few minutes to unravel before letting the wind lift it up.

The red, white and blue kite added to an already colorful scene, since at various times
that morning Joyce had a six-sided Rokkaku fighter kite airborne and Soutar's two
ultralights were hovering.

At kite festivals, Jeff said, the scenery is even more spectacular. "The whole sky is filled
with kites," he said. "It's just awesome."

Before they unfurled the airfoil, Jeff demonstrated some tricks on a quad-line kite,
including several dramatic twists, turns and dives to the ground. Club member Richard
Mervine of California, Md., is big into sport kiting, though he favors dual-line models.

Like Soutar, Mervine said he finds it relaxing, though putting together a routine, which he
compared to ice skating or ballet, takes a great deal of concentration. Mervine, who is in
his 60s, practices several hours a week. "It's made my mind sharp (and my) reflexes
fast," he said.
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Jeff said there's no real downside to the hobby, although it can get quite expensive. C-
Rab, for instance, carried a price tag of $3,700 and the airfoil kite cost $1,500.

Jeff also makes a few of his own kites, which can be cheaper than buying them outright,
but his creations are far less elaborate than C-Rab or the airfoil. Club member Mike
Mosman of Columbia, a national grand champion kite builder, takes things quite a bit
further, using his engineering background to create innovative and elaborate designs,
Jeff said.

Mosman, who started building kites in 2002, said he gets a great deal of satisfaction from
flying them, as well as a sense of achievement. "Sometimes, guys make such beautiful
pieces you don't want to fly them," Jeff added.

He got into the hobby seven years ago after taking a trip to Ocean City and seeing
people fly kites. He thought he'd give it a try himself and was quickly hooked. His wife
joined in soon after.

"We had separate interests before," Joyce said. "Now we have something we can do
together."

The Kings have been married 27 years and have two children, 23 and 19.

"Now that they're older, on the weekends we go and play and they work," Joyce laughed.

For more information on Wings Over Washington, visit the Web site at
www.wowkiteclub.com.
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